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- faid Richard Sparkes, the 5 
a8 he entered a ſhop where John Trueman, 
an boneſt taylor, 8 at work, The 
veſſel which has been theſe three hours 
. | Wing with the ſurge and winds for 
* ie harbour, has at laſt bulged. It is a 
trader from Amſterdam they ſay, and 
5 two thumping caſks were floatin 
before I left the beach; rare ſport, m 
ter Trueman, rare ſport, let me tell you 
et 3 * und 4 on urf 
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is no bad thing for a ſea - port.“ Ho- 
neſt Trueman, who had not been long an 
inhabitant of the place, and was quite 
unacquainted with this language, which, 
to the difgrace of humanity, is too often 
uſed by the unfeeling on ſuch occaſions  Þ 
in ſea-port towns, Fif pended his work, 
and liſtened to this harrangue with too ⁵⁶ 
much ſurprize to interrupt it; at length, - , 8 
Yaid he, do you call this rare fport? © 
do you call this good news?” ey 
Girbie To be fure 1 do, I mean to 
be out all night, the tide will return in 
about three hours, and I warrant it will 
bring us ſomething- worth looking after. 
But mayhap, as you are a new comer, 
Maſter Trueman, yon do not know the go 
at theſe ſeaſons, ſo I will tell you. Lon 
muſt know then when a veſſel ſtrikes; it 
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is catch as catch can fof her ladiliy, one 
has as good a right as another, and he is 
the lackieſt who can get moſt. We cali e 
going à wrecking, and let me tell you, it 
is no bad buſineſs. There is my neigh 7 
bour Perkins the Pilot, got the lord 
knows what by the ſmuggling cutter that 
was 'wrecked about three leagues from 


* 
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hence two months ago, ay, caſk upon caſt, 
of the beſt French brandy and tea, and. 3 

1 cannot tell you what he got, butthe 
has held his head pretty high ever ſinee. 
For, as good luck would have it, Me 
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H ruck upon a ſhoal of rock Dy the 
cuſtom- houſe officers would not venture, 
a ſo Perkins and a few more knowing ones, 
BY. had it all to themſelves: as 1 col 

3 before, maſter Trueman, this going a 
& _ wrecking is no bad buſineſs, ſo look about 
= you. 


* Plunder: your fellow creatures, at a mo- 


to your compaſſion and aſſiſtance? Fie, 
fie, neighbour, I thought you had been a 
man of better principles and more hu- 
manity. 

Spar kes. Humanity! odds my life, 
"neighbour, there's not a more tender- 
\ hearted fellow alive, many is the life 

my boat, when I was in the fiſhing trade 


$ 2 as o the matter of the wretking, every 
"man muſt take care of his own intereſt ; 
charity you know, maſter Trueman, ſhould 


begin at home. 
Irneman. Our own intereſt, neighbour, 


tunes of our fellow-creatures ;_ that 
| know is contrary to all the laws that God 


directs. 


AB 2 bleſs your life, I owe them no more-ilf- 
* "00 than the babe undora. It was no fault 


you 


Trueman. No bad bufineſs, neighbour ! t 
do you call it no bad buſineſs to rob and 


ment too when their diſtreſs entitles them 2 


has ſaved, from pure good will; but 


8 2h * ſhould not make us rejoice in the * 


Har kes. I rejoice in their infoſtunes! 
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of mine that the veſſel bulged you kuo v. 


or that the maſter and the cabin boy were 
drowned; it is all the chance of war, 
maſter Trueman; one veſſel is the ſame 
to me a9 another, provided it is well laden. 


J owe no one auy ill-will, take my word 
for it; no, no, I hope I may go a wreck- 


ing and be a very good chriſt ian. | 
Trueman. Neighbour Sparkes, you cer- 
tain'y do not give yourſelf time to conſider 


this matter; you talk of bearing your "24 
tellow-creatures no ill-will; now I will. 


only aſk you one plain queſtion, which 


will determine the point; can you from 
your. heart ſay-that you wiſned the veſſel 


now wrecked on the coaſt, to have come 


ſafe into port ? 


Sparkes. Safe into port ?—why—truly 


neighbour, now you are moralizing, you 


put ſuch odd queſtions to one—ſate into 


way or the other would not have made 


ſtruck juſt the ſame, whether I wiſhed it 


or not. ** 
Trueman. Ah! neighbour, neighbour, 


you are afraid of aſking yourſelf the quetl- 


tion; take my word for it, you caunot 


ourſelves, while you can view the diſtreſs 


of it, 
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of any fellow creature to take advantage 
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port ?—\\hy you know my wiſhing one 2 


obey the will of your Maker, who com- 
mands us to love our neighbours as 
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| Sparkes, Look ye, neighbour, you arc 
a religious man, and may think it all for 
the better to look deep into theſe matters; 
for my part I am a plain man, and do not 
think it neceſſary to have religion always. 
in one's head; | believe I am as honeſt as 
* moſt of my neighbours, and that is enough 
or me. As ſo loving my neighbour, I am 
always ready to do a good turn to any one 
when it falls in my way, and does not 
hurt my own intereſt, and I am ſufe you þ 
muſt fee I go to church en a Sunday. 
Trueman. As to having religion always 
in one's head, neighbour, I think the law RX 
of God ſhould be preſent to the remem- 70 
brante of us all, or how otherwiſe can ve 
_ regulate our lives by it, which is the ſole 1 
end of religion; for all our profeſſionss 
= will avail nothing, if our actions do not 
= ſhew they are ſincere Now neighbour 
W. vparkes, this being clearly proved in the 
= . Scripture; it muſt behove you tio examine 
EF ” whether.your conduct with reſpect to this 
= wrecking buſineſs, be conformable to the law 
of God and Chriſt, and not to deceive your- 
EF ſelf by ſuppoſing you owe no ill will to 
F thoſe you are going to injure; for what 
iz it, as the Scripture ſays, if a man gain 
the whole world and looſe his own ſoul ? 
Now, ſuppoſe my houſe was on fire, and 
+ Inſtead of giving me what aſſiſtance lay in 
: advantage of my 
T oEO® ogiftrets 
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| that you ated towards me like a good 


who live near or are perſonally known to 


{ * 7 2 J- 
diſtreſs to rob me of my goods, could it 
be ſaid you owed ine no ill-will, and 


neighbour. | : 
Spar kes. Pſhaw! that is quite another 
thing. „„ e 
Frueman. It is exaQtiy the ſame caſe; 
you may indeed think it differs, becaufe 
vou will perhaps fay lam your acquain- 
tance and neighbour, meaning that 1 live 
in the ſame ſtreet, but there is no diſtinction 
of this ſort in the ſcriptures, by our 
neighbour, is there meant not merely thoſe 


us, but the whole world, rich and poor, 
whom we are commanded. to love and ren- 
der kindneſs to. Now, Sparkes, you can- 
not but know you go contrary toi this law, 
when you can feel pleaſure, from what. 3 
man being. However, I ſhall ſay lo A 
more on this point; but it is my duty . Þ 
_ neighbour, as we are upon the ſubject, tio 
remind you that the eighth commandment . 
forbids us toffkedl, © = 


Sparkes. Come, Come, neighbour, that's . '4 
being rather too free; are you going io 
make it out that I am a thief? It is he 
_ firſt time | afſure you, Richard Sparkes 

was ever called fo. Bog I 
Trueman. Heaven forbid I ſhould call 
you ſo wrongtully neighbour ;. let me af 
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F 
you, without offence, what right you have 
to any of the lading of the veſſel that is 
ſhattered on the rocks? | 3 
Sparkes. Right ! why, as much as any 
of my neighbours to be ſure. | 
Trueman. That may be, but it does 
2 prove that you have any right at 
ail, 
Sparkes, Why you make one mad te 
hear you, Trueman; if I do not have the 
goods, the fea or another will, and what 
the better will the owners be for that think 
you? You know it. is a cuſtom that has 
been of long ſtanding in ſea ports; I have 
heard my grandfather talk of going a 
wrecking, and if, s you would have one 
believe, it is a bad cuſtom, it is fo old that 
it is not worth altering; it the ſame every 
where. ; TRE, 
_ ___ Trueman. Harkee, neighbour Sparkes, 
if you lived in a town full of highwaymen 
and pick-pockets, would you think it 
right or adviſeable to follow the ſame 
„5 :.. - - | 4 
 -Sparkes. All your argufying, neighbour, 
is quite clean from the purpoſe ; now I 
ſuppoſe you will by-and-by make it out that 
we are a.whole town full of thieves, and 
you the only honeſt man among 
2 3 . 
Trueman. 
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TI | 
Trueman, I hope there are many honeſt 
men here as well as elſewhere, bur I can 


never call that perſon honeſt, who on any 


pretence whatſoever, takes poſſeſſion of 
what lawfully belongs to another. But 
you have not anſwered my queſtion neigh- 
bour. I ſay, ſhould you, if you lived am ing 

highwaymen and thieves, think it neceſſary 
to follow the ſame trade? _ | 
Sparkes, ſhaw, neighbour, do you think 

I have not more regard for my character ? 
i ſhould rather, neighbour, 


Trueman. 
bave heard you ſay te the commands of 


your Maker; however, as you talk of cha- 
racter, believe me Sparkes, your character 
will equally ſuffer in the opinion of all 
honeſt mem from the depredations you 
make on theſe mournful occaſions.” as if 
you were one of a gang of houſe breakers, 
for you know what you do is contrary to 
the laws; if yon did not find means to 
elude them. you would have all that you 
take ſo unjuſtly ſeized, and for ought E 
know be liable to a fine 4 
Sparkes Well, well, ſo much more is the 


pity, that is my buſineſs. | will telt you 


what Trueman, vou may preach as long as 
you pizcaſe, | do not pretend io be better 
than my grandfather, and as I told you 


wrecking was in faſhion in his days, aud his 


good old father before him. 


* 


5 1 
Taeman. We are told in Scripture that 
. the world was always wicked, more is the 
Fan neighbour: but we read there were 
- tome good people among the bad, and [ 
doubt not but there were in your grand- 
father's days thoſe who had too much reſ- 
» wu for the law of God, and too mucti 
love for their feliow creatures, to add bit- 
terneſs to their diftreſs by taking part in ſo 
iniquitous. a cuſtom as going a wrecking, 
Oh! neighbour, how ſhould we feel juſt 
eſcaped from the fury of a tempeſtuous ſea, 
to find ourſelv-s plundered by thoſe whoſe 
duty it was to protect us. 5 
Spur Res. Well, maſter Trueman, this 
Has been a pretty long ſermon, and I muſt 
needs ſay ſome things in it have not been 
over civil, but as 1 know you meant it all 
in good part, I ſhall take it fo, fo your ſer- 
vant. One man has one way of thinking, 
another has another; you think wrecking 
à crying ſin, and] think it lawful 10 open 
my door whenever fortune knocks at it. 
So your ſervant maſter Trueman. Saying 
mis, Sparkes turned on his heel and went- 
out of the ſhop, much netiicd at the truths 
kk Honeſt Trucman had addreſſed to him, 
though he pretended to ca it off; indeed, 
indeed, ſorry am | to ſay that Irueman's 
32 lecture made fo little impreſſion on him, 
tf. that he went ſtraight to the beach to fee 
EE * whether there was a poſſibility of — 
| 355 5 | the 
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the fury of the ocean to get poſſeſſion of any 
of the lading which the violence of the ſea 
had forced from the wreck, but ſeeing, to 
ſpeak in his own words, that nothing was 


to be done at preſent, he returned home to 


wait tilt a caimer ſea ſhould favour his 
unjuſt deſign. „ 
Trueman alſo ſoon after walked to the 
beach to take a view of the wreck, but the 
reader will readily believe that it gave riſe 
to very different reflections in his mind; the 
firſt emotion of his heart was gratitude to the 


Supreme Being who had permitted the lives 


of three out of five of the crew to be pre- 
ſerved ; his thoughts then naturally turned 
upon his omnipotence: Who,” ſaid he, 
can reſiſt the power of the N ? 
What is man, or the moſt perfect of his 


works before the God of-nature! this poor- . Þ 


veſſel, which is toſſed here and there, ſtrip- 
ped of its maſt and rigging. and all its ſtrong 
holds broken up, was formed with all the 
art man could deviſe, it was fecured on 
every ſide, and the owners, no doubt, 
thought it would make a ſafe voyage; but 
what 1s it when the the Lord cauſeth the 
fea to riſe and the elements to contend : 
what i> the life of manwhentheLord pteaſe:}: 
to demand it? Poor miſerable ſhort ſighted 
mortals that we are! ſhould we not, as the 
Pſalmiſt ſays think upon the Lord always' 


when we are liable every moment to be 


ca le 


—— 2 


| e 
led into his preſence to anſwer for each 
miſpent hour.” | . 


From theſe pious reflections, Trueman 
began io think on the owner of the veſſel; 


** what an expence,” ſaid he, © muſt it have 
been to fit out this veſſel, what a loſs it wilt 


be to the owner, it may be it is his all, and 


Way plunge a numerous family in ruin; 
if he is a rich man, how many poor fami- 


lies may it abridge of a meal, and how ma- 
ny a mechanic ot a day's work, for the lux- 


uries and charities of the rich help to ſup- 
port the poor. What a ſhattered condition,” 
ſaid he, © is the hulk in! the ſea will have 
all, dut what ſuch unprincipled men as my 
_neighbour Sparkes fave from it.“ This 
thought gave riſe to another, which, as ſoon 
as he got home he communicated to his ſons 
Thomas and john in theſe words. My 
good boys you are not now to learn that it 
18) Hur duty 70 do uno all men as you would 
' they ſhould do unto you ; l have trom our 


intancy endeavoured to impreſs this truth. 


on your minds, and | truſt | have noi fatted: 
it is a rule he more valuable as it can be 
unde ſtood b. every one, and its application 
is ſo general that there isſcarcely anyjcircum- 
Aance in which it may not be recurred to 
with advantage; every one can tell huw he 
wouid like”. thersto deal with him, and by 
the fame rule, how he ought to dea wit 
others. Let us then apply this rule io the 


caſe 


7 
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| | 1 WE 
h | caſenow before us. I Will juſt ſtate it and 
leave you to make the application. A veſ- 
n # ſel has been wrecked off this coaſt, te hulk 
is broken up by the violence of the ſea, 
e the cargo muſt therefore neceſſarily be loſt ; 
It ZZ much might no doubt be taken up when the 
Z ſea is calm, and the tide, which is now go- 
ing out, returns. But the r e n Who 
had the care of the veſſel is unfortunately 
loſt, and the owners are many miles off; 
before, therefore, the ſad news reaches 
them, the ir property will probably be divi- 
ded among a ſet of people who prefer their 
own worldly intereſt to the law of God. 
Now my lads, were we the owners of the 
| veſſel, ſhould we not on ſuch an occaſion, 
wiſh thai ſome kind hand was ſtretched 
forth to ſave, if not the whole, at leaſt a 
part of our property? *« Certainly father,” 
faid the lads, © we ſhould be thankfui to 
<any one who would fave ever ſuch a ſmall 
part of it,” © Then,” ſaid the father, we 
ca be at no loſs to know how to act; go 
vou, therefore, Thomas to your uncle God» 
frey, and beg the loan of his boat, which I 
know he will net refuſe, and when the ſurf 
ſubfides, and the fea returns, we too, as it 


is the cuſtom of this place, will go 4 wreck- 
; : v4 » I 


The two lads were delighted with the 
thought, and thomas, as it was now duſk, 4 
left his work and went to burrow his un- 
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eles's boat, which as Trueman foretold, | 
was as readily lent; about three hours af- | 
ter, the ſea being perfectly calm, Trueman 


and his two ſons put to ſea purſuant to their 


honeſt and humane deſign, with as much 5 


alacrity, and as earneſt a deſire of ſucceſs, 


as if it had been a voyage made expreſsly 


with a view to their own intereſt : they 
ſoon took up ſeveral caſks of brandy and 
ſome cheſts containing ſome very valuable 
articles, which they got ſafe on ſhore, and 
depoſited in a barn belonging to a gentle- 
man for whom Trueman worked, and of 
which he had the key. there could not be 
a plcatanter ſighe than thele honeſt lads 
and their father exerting their Hrength to 


_ convey the treaſures they had preſerved to 


a place of ſafety, and returning, wi h all the 


_ alactity of diſintereſted friendſhip, to the 
| ſame labour of love. 


gaged in this work, many ill-natured re- 


hre they were en- 


flections were cait upon Trueman_ by thoſe 
who being actuated only from ſelfiſh prin- 


- ciples themſelves, could form no idea of 


the acts of charity and kindnefs which the 
loye of God can bring torth in the heart 
that is truly devoted to him. Some {aid 


he did what he did in the hope of getting 
a great reward of the owners of the «-flel, 
and others that his ſole view was to curry 
favour with the gentleman in whoſe barn 
| the things were ſecured ; but honeſt True 


man 
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man did not ſuffer theſe malicious inſinua- 


tions to interrupt him in the courſe of what 


| he thought his duty. Never be caſt down, 


my lads,” ſaid he to his ſons, ** our neigh- 
bours may miſtake our motives, for men 


can only judge by the outward appearance, 
but God looketh on the heart, we have on- 


ly therefore, to ſee that all is right there, 
the reſt is of little conſequence.” As-he 
was returning laden from the beach, he was - 
met by Sparkes, who ſeeing him laden, 
concluded, notwithſtanding his ſcruples, 
that he had been a wrecking upon the ſame 
ou as he had, and accordingly addreſſed 
him with, © Ah, ah, my pious neighbour, 
I thought- you would not find wrecking 
ſo bad a buſineſs as you would have 
fain made me believe: what, I ſuppoſe you 
choſe to have it all your own way, eh? my 
old boy. No ſharers of the ſpoil?” Fruc- 


man acted from motives too pure to make 
a a boaſt. of what he had done; he contented 


bimſelt, therefore, with ſimply replying, 
that thę end would ſhew all things, and con- 
dne way to the barn, where he depo- 
tited Bis burden with the reſt. He then re- 
turned heme, enjoying ail thoſe grateful 
reflections that never fail to attend the per- 
formance of a good action. What we have 


ſaved, my lads,” ſaid he, is but little to 


the great loſs the owners of the veſſel will 
Ry | tuſtaing 


Pd 


6 Sr — 


q 
ey - 5 — oy * 2 — 4 * + - „ 4 2 
PPT R 2 r 5 2 ” > 
: E Nn —— mary my * 
Ws) + F x 7a 4 - 8 1 
5 BEG" T7 
- ; 2455 = 
1 = 2 * 12 - —— — - » _o 7 % 
r * - 5 
„„ 
. a q — 7 2 — , 
4: * ** K * 
- A 
* — * 3 
# 
4 


+ "Ix 


thebetter for improving the opportunity 


| 3 officers were, by day light the 10. % 


. but the hulk of the veſſel remained, except i 


_ the key of the barn, in the mean time, tho 


| he could not help being a little ſurprized, 
been laid againſt him for detaining fome 4 


_caſks of brandy. lo this, Trueman, con- 
ſcious of his innocence, eplied, that all 


them ruſh imo che yard and bring from a 


-(-36* 3" — % 
fuſtain, but that little is better ſaved that! 
loſt, and | am perſuaded we ſhall all ſeep 


afforded us of ſhewing our love to our neigh 
bour.” 1 


BY 


The news of the wreck having reached 
the next town, which was ſome miles off, 


owing morning, fent to ſecure the pro- 
perty of the ſofferers, but ſuch large depre- 
dations had been made on it, to the ſhame! 
of the inhabitants of the village, that little 3 


what had been ſaved by honeſt Trueman, 
who im NS upon the arrival ot the 
officers lent his fon Thomas to deliver uy ix 

e 


who had attended the wreck uf on leſs ho- 
neſt purpoſes, were buſily employed in con- 
triving means to conceal their ill go:ten 
treaſures, as they well knew they were ija- 
ble to the ſearch of the officers. As to 
Trueman he ſaw them the next morning 
at his door without the leaſt emotion, but 


when he underſtood that an information had 


his liitle premite- were O en to their ini pec- 
tion. but what was is aomſhment to ſee | 


little 4 
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wich the name of the owner of the wrecked 


. 
firtle ſhed; that was ſeldom opened, a eaſk 


veſſel on it. The officers inſtantly ſeized 
it, and poor Trueman, ſtruck dumb with 


aſtoniſhment, was ſome minutes before he 
could atteſt his innocence, and declare his 
total ignorance how the caſk came there, all 
be ſaid was however to no purpoſe, the of- 
ficers treated it as a falſehood to excuſe all 


ame de did as a diſhoneſty, and laughed at the 


ittle % 
cept 


ment Thomas, who had been to take home 


improbable tale, they ſaid, he had framed 
ſo expeditiouſly. Fortunately at this mo- 


2 fome work to a cuſtomer, returned, and was 


immediately recagnized by the officer, for 
the lad that had deiivered to him the key 
6f the barn where the property faved from 
the wreck was depoſited, | Upon inquiry, 
he underſtood that the preſervation had 


been effected by. the honeſt labours of True- 
man and his fons, and he conld no longer 


doubt the innocence of a man who had ſo 
ſtrictly ſignalized his honeſty ; he praiſed 

jr integrity, and aſſured Trueman, he 
ſhould: not fail to repreſent his conduct to 
the gentleman who was owner of the veſſel, 
and who could. not but make him a hand- 
ſome preſent for fo generouſly ſaving him 
property to ſo large an amount. Trueman 
thanked the officer, but ſaid what he had 
done was from no view of that fort, that 


with the aſſiſtance of his two boys he mana- 


r 


ged to maintain his family very well, and 


ed to his work with his uſual chearfv 
Innocence will, however, ſooner or later be 
made manifeſt, and guilt covered with the 
ſhame ever its attendant Richard Sparkes 
and three others, as unprincipled as him- 
. felt, had hired a boat, and agreed to go 


his on phraſe, they had not had ill luck,” 


418) : 


that he had nv ambition to be richer or-great- 


er than he was. The officers now left the 


houſe, ſhaking hands with Trueman, and 
calling him an honeft hearty fellow : but 
though Trueman had every reaſon to be- 


lieve that they were ſatisfied reſpecting the 
caſk that had been ſeized on his premiſes, 
he was by no means ſatisfied himſelf; he 
could not conceive by what means it had 
come there, whether through malice or ac- 


cident, but was conſcious appearances were 


ſo ſtrong againſt him, that doubts of his ho- 
neſty might remain in their minds, and 


though, when compared with the favour 


of God, he held the opinion of, men in the 
utmoſt contempt, he could not but feel that 


deſire every honeſt man muſt feel of clear- 


ing his character fram an unjuſt aſperſion ? 


N 


this gave him ſome uneaſi eſs, but as h 
found it impoſlible to diſcover who had 
veyed the caſk on his premiſes, he ſub 

ted with that quiet reſignation for- 


he was at all times remarkable, and r : 
11618. 


ſhares in what they ſhould pick p; to uſe 


but 


— 
— 


4 


+." TJ | 
but in the diviſſon ſo high: a-difpute had a- 
& riſen, that one of the party, who thought 
* himſelf aggrieved, reſolved to be revenged, 
x end actually laid an information with the 
1 officers; among other things, it appeared 
that Sparkes in their way home had got 
over Trueman's garden wall and conveyed 
into his ſhed a caſk of brandy, and then 
laid an information out of pure ſpite, be- 
cauſe, he ſaid, he pretended ic be better than 
his neighbours. Sparkes's houſe was in- 
ſtantly ſearched, and as he had no notice of 
the officers' coming, all the property he had 
fo unjuſtly poſſeſſed himſelf of, was ſeized, 
and himſelt ſent to priſon, on account of 
the falſe information he had laid againſt 

Frueman. | 
Trueman's innocence was by thefe means 
proved. Two months after, as he was ſit- 
ting at workin his ſhop, he was accoſted by 
a gentleman who told him he was owner of 
the veſſel which had been wrecked upon 
the coaſt, and that he was come to know 
what-rrecompence he could make him for ſo 
generouſly exerting himſelf to fave his pro- 
perty? Trueman aſſured the gentleman 
that he wiſhzd for no other recompence 
than what he had enjoyed, viz. the ſatis- 
faction of performing his duty, what 
I did, Sir,” ſaid he, was no more than 
what 1 ſhould have thought it the duty of 
another to do by me, if the veſſel had been 
NiLAC , 


6209 
mine, and ſuch a miſhap. had happened to h 
ber.“ The gentleman admired the mode- ! 
ration as much as the honeſty of Trueman, N i 
and, earneſtly preſſed him to accept his F 4 
purſe, which contained upwards of 50l. | 
but this he abſolutely refuſed ; but ſeeing | 
he ſhould offend by wholly rejecting the of- 
fer, he conſented to accept ten guineas, and 
the gentleman preſented five to each of his 
ſons. Honeſt Trueman's good fortune did 
not end here; the gentleman had nume- 
rous connections in the county where Lrue- 
man lived, to all of whom he recommended 
him, by relating the circumſtances that had 
brought him to his knowledge; thoſe who 
.were not engaged readily employed him, 
and finding him a good workman, recom- 
mended him to others; cuſtomers daily re- 
ſorted to his ſhop; his buſineſs encreaſed, 
and in a few-years he became ene of the 
moſt wealthy tradeſmen in the county, pre- 
ſerving in.bis. proſperity, that honeſty, ſim- 
plicity, and moderation which had been the 
foundation of his ſucceſs. As to Richard 
Sparkes when he was releaſed from prifon, 
he purſued-his old courſes ; wholly without 
principle or religion, he could not be other- 
- wiſe than miſerable; he went on with the 
old buſineſs of wrecking, and ſometimes by 
his cunning eluded the vigilance of the ma- 
'Klitraies, but his gains in the end did not 
-make him richer, and ſome years after, 8 
he 
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he was carried to the work-houſe in the laft 
ſtage of a conſuny ion, brought on by his 
intemperatice, he wa Near. to confeſs in a 
faint voice, as fie fata tho door of his old 
neighbour, | rueman, NE eve! in our con- 
cerns with this world, 2 is the 
beft policy.” 


THE END. 


The Exzcuriox of Wild Rog ER T. 
Being a Warning to all Farenis. 


\ \ TILD ROBERT was a graceleſs Youth, 
And bold in every fin; 


In early life with petty thefts 
His courſe he did begin. 


But thoſe who deal in leſſer ſins 


In great will ſoon offend; 
And petty thefts. not check d betimes, 
ln murder ſoon may end. 


And now, like any beaſt of prey, 

Wild Robert ſhrunk from view, 5 
Save 2 den at eve on Bagſhot heath 

die met his harden'd crew. 


With this fierce crew Wild Robert there 
On plunder ſet his mid; 


And 


0-08" 3: 


And watch'd and prowl'd the live -long night | 
To rob and flay mankind. 


But Gop, whole vengeance never ſleeps; 
Tho' he delays the blow, 
Can in a ſingle moment lay 
The proſperous villain low. 


One night, a fatal night indeed! 

Within a neighb'ring wood, 

A harmlets bn he robb'd, 
And uy d his hands in blood. 


The direful d_ed perform ei, he went 
To ſhew his golden ſpoils, 
When vengeful Juſtice, unawares, 
| Surpris d him in her toils. 


Wild Robert ſeiz'd, at once was known, 
(No crape hid his . 

Impriſon d, tried, condemn'd to die 
Soon run was Robert's race! 


N Since Mort the time the laws allow 

3 To murderers doom'd to die, 

Wi How earneſt ſhould the ſuppliant wretch 
To heaven for mercy cry! | 


But he, alas! no mercy fought, 
Tho! ſummon'd to his fate; 

The Cart drew near the Gallows Tree, 
Where throng'd ſpeQators wait. 


Slow as he paſt no pious tongue 

Pour'd forth a pitying pray'r s 
Abhorrence all who ſaw him felt, 
He, horror and deſpair. 
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And now the difmal death bell toll, 
The fatal chord was hung. 
While ſudden, deep, and dreadful tricks, 
Burſt forth amid the thrni'g. 


© Hark! 'tis his mother's voice he hears! 
= Deep horror ſhakes his frame; 
is rage and fury fill his breaſt, 
Not pity, love, or ſhame. 


One moment hold!“ the mother cries, 
«© His life one moment ſpare, © 

* One kiſs, my miſerable child, 
© My Robert, once fo dear ! * 


Hence, cruel mother, hence, he ſaid, 

9 Oh! deaf to nature's cry; 

8 Your's is the fault I liv'd abhorr'd 

= And unlamented die. 5 

* gave me life, but with it gave 
What made that life a curſe; 

My ſins uncurb'd, my mind untaught, 
Soon grew from bad to worſe. 


T thought that if I ſcap'd the ſtroke 
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The vengeful pow'r of Goo. 


My hands no honeſt trade were taught, 5 
My tongue no pious pray'r; ; 

Uncheck'd 1 learnt to break the laws, 

To pilfer, lie, and ſwear. 


Of man's avenging rod, 1 
All would be well, and might mock —- 
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The Sabbath bell, that toll'd to churth, 
To me unheeded rung; 

Gop's holy name and word I curs'd 

With my blaſphemigg tongue 


No mercy now your ruin'd child 


Of heav'n can dare implore, 
I mock'd at grace, and now I fear 
My day of grace is o'er. 


Blame not the law which dooms your ſofi; 
Compar'd with you *tis mild; 

Tis you have ſentencd me to death, 
To hell have doom'd your child. 


He ſpoke, and fixing faſt the chord, 


Reſign'd his guilty breath; 
Down at his feet his mather fell, 
Ry conſcience ſtruck with dent 


Ve parents, taught by this ſad tale, 
Avoid the path ſhe trod; 


And teach vour ſons in early years 


The fear and love of Gop. 


So ſhall their days tho doom'd to. toil, 
With peace and hope be bi- 

And heav'n, when lite' ſhort talk i is o'er, 

Receive their ſouls to reſt, 1 


